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Maxrch 10; & member of the zxs y stnff eé_ in & 1@:&@1;1'13
sonversation with Mr, A, I, Aléksandrov, Fm% retary of the
Soviet Legetion and Depuly ?elitmal Adviaer of the Soviet Element.

In the courae of the discussion, the normally reticent Aleksandrov
appeared eager to expound hRis views on numercus facets of surrent
Us/Bovist tensions. The Department may be especially interested
in Wis statement that, "If tha US went to war with China; ’éhe ussw

would aumtm&ily snter the m"

. An irz’craﬁu@tory resums on *ahe Soviet representntive and =
sungmary of his remarks are mtmhed hereto a8 Annex "A".
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Foliewing the Executive Committee meeting on March 10, a lengthy,
informel dlseussion ensued between Mr. A. I. Aleksandrov, Pirst
Secretary of the Soviet Legt.iﬂn and Deputy Folitieal Adviser of
the Soviet Rlement of the Allled Commission, and Mr. Ekern of the
US Embassy, regarding current world affalrs. The twe are representa-
tivea of thelir respective elements in the Politiecal Pirectorate
&8s well, and have freguently held friendly conversations over the
past one and one-half years. Both were members of the Austrian
Treaty Conmission and of thelr delegations to the Counell of Poreign
Ministers in 1947-48 where they first became ascquainted. )

In the past; Mr. Aleksandrov has proven unusually frank in

o Apreviding answers to questions put to him, slthough he BAY preceds
‘Bis opiniong with a pro forma resume of the current “approved vieuw" -

Party line}, He is exceptionally intelligent, polite, friendly,

And elvilized, PFrom his considerable tims spent in the ¥S, he

assumes to inow the "American view" and san therefore speak

“objectively”, He is quiet and reserved, snd does not ordinarily

initiate discussion toples uniess he is obviously in search of

information. In further blographis and background information,

reference should be made to Annex “A" of Embassy Despatoh 748

of October 23, 1952. . , )

) At the luneh after the last RExecutive Conmittee meeting,

Kr. Aleksandrov made an obvicus effort to engage Mr. Ekern in &

private conversation where the uausl plesaantries were followed

by & discussion of world tensiona. In reply to the US repressnta-
ve's question about Premier Malenkov's polieies, Mr. Aleksandrov

stated that they would not change from Stalina. "S8ince the Com-

mnist Party establishes policies,” he continued, "1t is therefore

quite impozsible for a particuler individual to alter the establighed

program”. W¥r. Ekern did not fully agree, maintsining that 1t wes
oBsible to entirely eliminate human personality from so infliu-

satlsal a position,

KEr, Aleksandrov dwelt on the prospects for peace snd war &
pome length, s&nd goneluded gloomily that the immedimte future
"was 8 most dangerocus time". (Mote: This is the third time in
24 monthe that Mr. Aleksandrov has expressed apprehension at the
dmuinence of global wer, but this last ccsasion wes certainly the
most emphatie u,} He ariticized US armament of Europe and the
sonstruction of US bases on the periphery of the USSR,

Ke then expressed voluble concern that Mr. EisenkowWer had
ubliely stated the US intention of widening the Xorean conflict
o Include hostilities on the Chinese malnland. If the US went %o

with China, he sald, the USSR would "sutomaticslly enter the
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war™. The US representative askaed if that meant simply the USSR ]

furnishing equipment and logistical assimtance. No, he ansWered,
1t would mean all-out war.

’ ¥r, Ekern noted that the USSR was presently furnishing milltary
equipment to communlist China, while the US was correspondingly
aesigting the Naticnalist Chinese. 1If the two factions began war
on the Chinese mainland, thus logistiecally supported, he ssked,
would that lead to 8-Soviet hostillities? -xrwlklekaanerV'a@knmwm
ledged that Russla was equipping the Chinese Communist Armlies, but
d1d not have an answer to the guestion.

The remsinder of the long diseusaion wae taken up with
the familiar Soviet complaint against construction of U8 bases
abroad, using the stereotyped comparison of U8 reection to compara-
ble Soviet construction on US borders. The questions of a united

Eurcpe, military alllances, satellite threats to Burope, peaceful

intentions of both the US and USSR, the attitudes of Messrs.
HMolotov and Berdas, and the horrors of atomic warfare were also
covered in the exchange. At all times ¥r. Aleksandrov was most
friendly, and has never been quite so talkative. He volunteered
a review of hig background, education, military traluing, and
family in the course of the eonversatlion.
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